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battlefleet had ever gone to the Pacific. I regarded the
Pacific as home waters just as much as the Atlantic, and
regarded it as essential to find out in time of peace whether
or not the fleet could he put there bodily. I determined
on the move without consulting the Cabinet precisely as
I took Panama without consulting the Cabinet. A council
of war never fights, and in a crisis the duty of a leader is
to lead and not to take refuge behind the generally timid
wisdom of a multitude of counselors. Except the digging
of the Panama Canal this voyage of the battlofleet im-
pressed Europe with a feeling of friendly respect for the
United States more than anything else that had occurred
since the Civil War." (See also his * Autobiography" and
the passage in his "Khartoum to London" letter to Sir
George Otto Trevelyan, Chapter xiv.)

When the President's purpose was announced a great
outcry was raised in certain New York newspapers against
taking the fleet from Atlantic waters and appeals were
made to Congress to forbid its sailing. The chairman of
the Senate Committee on Naval Affairs announced that the
fleet should not and could not go, because Congress would
refuse to appropriate the money. Roosevelt announced in
response that he had enough money to take the fleet around
to the Pacific anyway, that it would certainly go, and that
if Congress did not choose to appropriate enough money
to get the fleet back, it would stay in the Pacific. There
was no further difficulty about the money.

Writing to Dr. Albert Shaw, New York, on September
3, 1907, he said:

"Unless I am impeached I shall be President for nine-
teen months and I shall most certainly not be President
any longer, and in all probability will hold no public office,
so that the hysterical violence of the attacks of the Wall
Street crowd are of no possible consequence to me. But
they have shown signs recently of getting into a condition
not much better than that of the Moyer and Haywood
people. Their most servile and most violent and most un-
scrupulous representative (in the press) Is, as part of its